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1. InrropucrioN 


HERE are occasional insianees where an early/tfstor{ea skételr 

of the beginnings of a communily are of suMecient inporlance 
to justily reprinting. ‘The one offered here fils the test — J. A. 
Walker’s “Sketeh of the History of Edwards County, Kansas.’! Tn 
many respects the history was excellent and ‘served as a source o! 
supply for local historians for some tine thereafter.? Necessarily, 
however, as the settlement had been in existence only five years, 
anything written so close to the events was lacking in perspective. 
but on the other band, it preserved facts that almost certainly would 
otherwise have been lost completely. In faet, few Kansas com- 
munities have had the good fortune to have such a history written 
within five years of the beginnings. The years 1877 and 1878 offered 
a first false promise of prosperity to the’ pioneers who had come just 
prior to the panic of 1878, and whose cup of adversity had been 
filled to overtiowing by drought and grasshoppers. Obviously Walker 
was writing for booming purposes and certain reticences were desir- 
able concerning the starving peviod aud loeal political frauds. For 
the modern reader it seems helpful therefore to provide some addi- 
tional information by way of giving a setting for this pioneer sc¢- 
camit. 

J. A. Walker, (he author of the first history of Edwards county, 
was forty-three years of age when he came fo Kansas in the spring 
of 1873. Born in New Hampslive, he had muyried a Vermont-horn 
woainan, bul had lived in Massachusetts, whieh was the birthplace 
©, his five children. He entered a saldier’s homestead on Section 14, 
‘Township 24, Range 19, but supplemented his income by holding 
logal oflice: Assessor of Kinsley township in 1875 and county clerk 
under the original county organization. On his farm he sowed seven 
and one-half aeres of winter wheat in the fall of 1871 and twelve 
aeres of corm in the spcing of 1875. Two miles provided tits fara 
power and bvo cows contributed to the suppert ef the family." 


1. Published first in the Bdwards County Leader, Winsley, Miceli 14, 88, 1878, uel the 
title, Views uf Tinaley ntl Vicinity, inl ie Skotnh of the Mistury uf edwary Cimuty, 
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The Kansas climate lag ever been a subject of discussion, but 
Walker kept careful records of rainfall at Kinsley from May, 1876, 
to November, 1877. 


RAINFALL AT KINSLEY 


May, 1876 ...... Rain fell on 5 duys ........ Total, 5.55 inches 
lhihelg et ee ee ae ao | or a oe we 2.75 

Jidly eevar ci xenteerorss be tt eceiade Sin hunt nan 8 Gaeta gs 0.75 
AVES. ies cawcemesges: oes se 8 agen rae sn cca 2.50 
September ....-.-65 65 eee eee xk ercece emesis 2.62 
etal: qeears eiovew ersten C ccaintwieteen be face 2.25 
November ..4..86ssaceeeewe D nvabaneiakene bem 0.412 
December 2... 60.6 eee eee Ol! camcerewey eo toweeeers 0.00 
Jnnuary, 1877 v2.0... 62 eee eee Ss aaa a ecaae dies gkko a 0.38 
Pebritity vcs seswancers cere D de Shs ns wie aos 0.56 

Cd) ee Cece rf ‘AcwtiU mi gace.orkceas eee. 0.00 

APO ae vege arwcwwas ont emer Be dade Rtn RL ee 3.55 

NY seams acura msc gore 8) pattenmarracnmns hoene 8.73 

Tne terkbvesk Se diwwe en enwes R) Lepteniw: b Aiaeee te 1.19 

TGS Chay «op wee es Rae 8 seed torte ete oar ae FO 1.25 - 
Augnst ......suece seen renee 5b een tis Set ope seer te 275 
Seplember .......-66 +5 Koes: 2D meson To: ae tae nen es 1.00 
Qclaber de: oes kes epoca one Goes dens totem ich honeew 4.06 
Navermber .....2-60. 5c eee D okies +o0t ecemmerh 0.734 


The rainfa!l of 1879 aud 1880 was not as favorable, however, and 
wnuch of the papulauion migrated, auong Uiem Walker, who became 
an emigration agent of the Northern Pacific railroad, assigned to 
his native New England.® ; 

In describing the beginnings of Kinsley a conspicuous place was 
given by Walker to the Chicago workinginen’s eclony snd particu- 
larly to the Massiuchusetts colony, of which he was a member, sent 
oul by the Homestead and Colonization Burean of Boston, A more 
idealistic experiment was that of the Fraternal Home and Land 
Association of Philadelphin under the leadership ef a Prof. J. RB. 
Wentz, who arrived with Ins first contingent March 5, 1877, and 
established the seat of the colony, Freemansberg, southeast al Kins- 
ley neruss the river and the min ridge of sand hills. Two other 
groups came in April and May, after which there were no further 
records of avrivals.§ The colony was designed irpan some kind of 
matud or eodperative plan by which Wentz thought workingmen 
with ginal! capital might suceced in agriculture, bul the details were 
not exphined sufliciently in the local press to he enlightening. A 

4. Phe Valley Hepublican, Kinsley, December 8, 1877, 


&. Wineley Graphic, Jnuanry 1, 1881. 
6, bdiwands Canty header, Ayil 12, Muy (2, LB? 7. 


Feary Hisrory or Eowanps County 261 


jarge colony house, 24 by 40 Icet, with an ell wing 1} by 24 feet, 
was buill by the first party. Plans were announced later for the 
puilding of sod houses, plastered inside and outside with lime, a 
means of overcoming the absence of Ginber on the plains for building 
materius and of giving more permanence than the ordinary un- 
protected sod house of the shart grass country. The outcome is not 
known, as the press did not report further on (his proposal, Wenta 
hoped to sceure a steam plow for the use of his colony, but ap- 
parently failed. In fact, within a very short tine the whole project 
collapsed, but here again the local press failed to report, and 
posterity is left without informatian on what became of the people 
who had been brought out from the War Hast. Tt is even unknown 
whether there were any substantial wumber of city workingmen. 
The most interesting aspect of the expernnent was the recognition 
at the outset, even Lhough unsuccessful in their solution, of three of 
the most bupertant problems involved in the ndaplation of agricul- 
ture to the plains: A deviee to make avilable die advantages of 
adequate capital to Che sunul farmer, native building materials which 
would free the plains from economies vassitlage to the humid, Gni- 
bered country, aud mechanical farm pawer. 

Other projects mentioned in the local papers were a Baltimore 
workingmen’s association, and a French Catholic colony, but there 
ig no evidence that any settlers were ever brought out under their 
auspices.’ More tang) ble were German colony ussocialions credited 
to St. Louis, Cincinnati and western New York, sud-lo the adver- 
lising uclivides of the CGermaan Minigridian Society of Edwards 
county.8 ‘Phe German settlements were muslly in the western and 
southern parts of the county, the first Germans being the Plags, 
father and sons, who settled south of Kinsley. Tle Kinsley Graphre, 
May 4, 1878, discissed the colony question in an editorial, saying 
that “as a rule they are successful failures. That is, as failures they 
are a suecess.” ‘This generalization was qualified only by admission 
of a limited success of colonization among Germs. 

The organized-colony idea was a type of social idealisin which was 
attractive to nummy people of that dceade who were imterested in so- 
vial reform and the betlerment of the condition of the poorer classes. 
Many of these schemes were designed to facilitate the inigration of 
industrial workinginen of the Hast to Western agricultural lands. 

7. Bor announcements see ibid, Septuber 14, 177, and Phe Falley Republican, Kinsley, 
January 26, 1878. 

8. The Valley Republican, Kinsley, November 10, Weemuher 16, 1877; Juntiry 6, 1878, 
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Phe Chicago and Massachusetts enterprises were launched in 1872, 
prior to the panic aid depression which began in 1878, but neither 
transplanted industrial workers. The Chicago association appears 
not to have sent any settlers except the location committee, and 
the Massachusetts colonists were mostly farmers. After the depres- 
sion set in there is no record of additional colonisis sent out by the 
Mussachusetts organization and later census records show that very 
few cume from that area. None of the projects originating in the 
depression period resulted in migration, Exceedingly few individual 
settlers cume during the depression period proper, This is only 
another historical illustration of the fnet that the frontier did net 
serve us a safety valve through which the problems of reeurrent 
Amerie:in depressions were sulved. On the vontrary, the evidence of 
population movement is conclusively in the opposite direetion, and 
the locals in the insley newspapers made frequent mention of the 
returm to the ast of Use who qurned their faces toward theirolid 
hames. 

The establishment of the neighboring town of Offerle near the 
western edge of (he county was mentioned by Walker. doaavrence 
Oiferle und his sons were among the most influential, if not che 
dominant members in the early life of the community, operating a 
gcnertl sore ts well as augrivullural euterprises. The past office 
called Belpre near the easter edge of the caunty was established os 
early as 1879, but the Lown was wok dud out until Che railvaal was 
Inult south of the river in 1886. The arigion afl Nettletan is not i- 
diented, but during the winter of 1876-1877 John Fitch, of [Hyde 
Park,. UL, settled there and underlook to promote (he plare in a 
hig way. His house, intended for a hotel, was reported to have been 
28 by 42 ieet and three stories above a full basement, and ilhurni- 
nated by 42s manufactured on the premises. A three-stary inill was 
built, with equipment for grinding: Hour, feed and fur shelling corn. 
The plau was lo use wind power, but the windmill was supplemented 
by a slew engine. In 1877 Fiteh raised corn, barley, millet, sweet 
potatoes, cubbage, tunatocs and other products, and beeame post- 
master und railroad station agent. ‘There seemed to Le no finit to 
lig ambitions «id energy. Disaster pursued him, however, lis wife 
dying in March and he being killed in an aceident in July, 1878 Dis 
estate was liquidated the following year ind Nettleton (Piteliburg) 
soun fell inte abseurity.” 

wu The Vaulted Hepuddicon, Kinswy, Novatiter 4, late; daaiiney 04, Minch 
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As wnost of the eounty lay south and east of the Arkansas river, 
the bridging of that stream was an essential public inprovement. 
The bonds were voted by the county July 29, 1876, and the structure 
was reported completed in Mareh, 1877. The contraetors had used 
timbers shorter than specified in the contract, and defective material, 
even after it had been condemned, had been built into the bridge. 
The county declined to accept the bridge until alterntions tiad been 
made fo inerease its strength and efliciency, and unti) concessions 
lad been made in the eost.'° In a later report the county commis- 
sioners stated that of the $12,000 worth of bonds voted, $9,000 had 
been sold at 8714 net, yielding $7,875, of which $484.13 was still on 
Land! The weakness of the bridge was nol remedied in full, evi- 
dently, heewuse m March, 1881, eleven of the twenty spans were 
washed out, requiring another $2,000 fo make repairs and reopen it 
ta trieflie.'? 

The briek school building at Kinsley was constructed of local 
naterials and was a souree of pride when it was built at the cost of 
$1400. At first only two roams were fimshed; the undivided second 
oor, 85 by 50 feel, was used as x public finll, On April 30, 1877, 
the woinen of the community celebrated the completion by halding a 
community supper, social and dancet* During (he first term only 
the east. roam on the main floor was used, but before the winter 
passed, complaints were made because of crowding 75 children into 
one room, and the school was elused February 1 for a two months’ 
vaeation, Guring whieh the school hoard proposed to seat and furnish 
the west room. On April 1a three monte’ spring tern was sehed- 
niles lo open? Sehool leaching must have been a relatively strenu- 
aus profession in those days as some of the children carried Grearris 
und practiced using them during reeesses and on the way to and 
from school. The editor of the Republican protested in June, and 
again in September, 1878, app valing to the parents for coiperation 
in Lerminatings the practice and warned that in case of failure arrests 
would fallow.* 

City pride in the schoo! building was soon dissipated when the 
walls eracked and crumbled. In 1887 it was torn down, the local 


LU, Mdwards Cowdty Leader, Winsiey, Marels 20, 1855 


11, tbid.. August 2, t877. 

it, Kinsley Graplac, Mareh 6, July 23, 1881. 

ig. Bdwarda Conaty Leader, Kinsloy, April 1, Muy 3. 1877. Walkes's histary purve the 
sige of thee Tuarkting w= 6S by dG tert, nd stated (int here were four rvonts. Pussilly tie’ 
Upper cateiin waite finished the seeuud your, r 

Is. The Vettey depabdican, Wiestey, duamiry H Potenis 2) 187 


15. ‘Tle Kirdey Hvpublean, Septeuiher zi, 1878. 


264 Kansas Iisrorican Quanrrunny 


paper commenting that the work was proceeding rapidly because the 
brieks were loose froin the mortar: 

The teuring down of the old eentral school building discloses a rascally 
piece of work on the part of the contractor who huill it, Thousands of brick 
in the walls never were bummed at all, They uve simply uid bricks. 
Auyone who will put such brick In the walls of a public sehool building 
deserves a term in the Iegislature.28 

Of the eighty-five families in Edwards county in 1875, seventy- 
five had taken fand and, according to occupation, the landed familics 
were distributed as follows: Jiity-two farmers; five carpenters; 
three painters; nine other trades represented by one each (hotel- 
keeper, lawyer, rauson, millwright, shoemaker, surveyor, clerk, chuir- 
maker, rutlroad agent) aod six will no occupation designated! Of 
the ten families in the county without Jand, lwo were listed as 
farmers, five other trades represented by oue each (railroad ugent, 
printer, bricklayer, carpenter, painter) and three with no ocenpation 
designated. ° 

According to land tenure, of the seventy-two lor whom records are 
availahle, twenty-six (about 36%) had made preémption entries, 
five (about 7%) homestead entries, thirty-seven (about 51%) 
soldiers’ homestead entries, two thaber claim entries, and three men 
apparently hia! bought land oubright. In one ease nanan had filed 
on bath a seldier’s homesteml sacl Giber claim. Conspienausty, 
yuese first sellers took government, nol raifroad land, and Cherefore 
ib was the liberal land laws and particularly the sulliers’ homestead 
uy Ghat served as Che original attraction in Chis partientar tostanee. 
‘Phe Curther indiealion of the deilb of land occupation was announeed 
fram time lo Cine by sununaries of locations made by dhe local real- 
estute agents. Thus, for the month of March, 1877, the record stood: 
Preémption, cleven; homestead declaratory, seventeen; homestead 
entries, elglit; timnber culture, thirteent® On May 3, 1878, the 
Edwards County Leader remarked that live-eighths of the available 
acreage was government and the remainder-Santa Fe railroad land. 
Near the end of April, 1877, the report was that more than one 
hundred persons ad settled over fhe river and all government |iund 
was taken dong Uhe Connmehe county roa southward lo within a 
few mules of the Rattlesnake’? By the end of the year a similar 

16, Vhe Kinsley Weekly Mereuru, August 1B, 1887, 
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report was published regarding government Jand between Kinsley 
and the Sawlog or South Fork of the Pawnee.*? 

The state census data of 1875 show an average age for eighty 
farm operators of 36.5 years, and for their wives of thirty-four years. 
The age distributions are given in the table and show comparatively 
few in the twentigs, the largest group being in the thirties, although 
twenty percent of the men were forty-five or above, or almost cx- 
actly the same proportion as were helow thirty. The eldest was 
sixty-five and the youngest man or woman was twenty-two, The 
separation of single fron married men cuphasizes that sixteen of the 
nineteen in the twenly-year-old group were single and that twenty - 
seven of the thirty-five of the thirty-year-old group were married. 
In other words, the permanent backbone of this frontier wus not 
young married couples starting hfe and expecting to grow up wilh 
the country, but rather iniddle-aged people with families. ‘Twenty- 
nine families hal sixty-twa children of their awn, or about two per 
family, besides a tolal of five olher children being raised in thesé 
families. 

Ach Distwimurion oF Baum Orrnsvvous ano Wives 





Age Grips Patiu Operators Wornen Single Men Buried Men 
21M acecé eee eRrece< 10 7 fs) im) 
DON amsnmdeeganeact Ol 9 b 7 3 
SOs cant vat eee hetee 20 15 7 13 
SGU! krevenaeyes elim 15 HI ] 14 
MO-Al, g5e5 90. on IS Wo 1G 4, a) 7 
SA herve cmeeaneszcthits hee mele 3 # Oh 3 
AO ngage erie SOR f A 2 4 
HoiY. accu sasewsewesee h I 3 a) 
Ti): csencanyesaes es 3 1 3 

80 48 32 48 


The sources of Wdwards counly population as of 1875 were soeme- 
what unusual. Of seventy men whose place of birth was recorded 
thirty-four were horn in New England, mostly in upper New Eng- 
land, and nineteen of the forty women. The next Jurgest groups 
were from the North Atlantic states, and foreign born from Ger- 
many, Tnglind and Ireland. Poriy-cight of the seventy men came 
to Kansas trom New England, particularly from Massachusetts as 
their place of last residence, aid the next largest group, seventeen in 
number, euue from the North Central states east of the Mississippi 
river, Only three of the sixteen foreizn bom eune direct from the 


20. The Valley Bepubbeany Kinsley, Dewsaher 1h, 1878, 
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country of birth, and nineteen of fifty-four native-born men and 
cleven of thirty women eaime direct from their birth states. 

The agricultural schedules of the county for the census of 1875 
recorded the erop program oj seventy-two [arms. Of these, sixty- 
four farmers planted eorn that spring, averaging thirteen acres each ; 
twenty-six farmers averaged eight acres cach of winter whieat 
planted in the fall of 1874 and one farmer planted spring wheat in 
1875; sixteen farmers planted barley and twelve planted outs, in 
each case an average of Uree acres. O! viher crops, three farmers 
planted rye and one farmer each planted sorghum, millet, potatoes 
and sweet potatoes. On ten farms orchards had been started. Un- 
questionably, corn was the predominant crop, and twenty-five faria- 
ers planted nothing else, the carn acreages on these farms ranging 
from three to ten acres, Even if the season had been favorable, 
whieh it was not, the county would not hiave produced enough grain 
tu fecd itself. 

"The livestock equipment of these farms consisted of seventy-vight 
horses distributed among thirty-eight operators, supplemented by 
eight mules on five farms; sixty cows seattered wuueng twenty-nine 
uwners; seventy-two other cattle among twenty-six owners; and 
twenty-nine hogs among eleven owners. Tour furiners owned sheep, 
but. most of the 419 sheep and 1,270 pounds of woal were credited to 
uve men. No livestoek of any kind was fisted on twenty-five farms. 
Yhree farmers reported poultry or eggs sold, and cight a total of 
g30 pounds of butter made during the preceding year, Clearly, the 
neat supply wits as deficient as the grain supply. 

Although the dollar figures for the value of machinery equipment 
of farms may not be reliable, yet their gencral significance is in- 
escapable. Thirty-five farmers reported no machinery, while thirty- 
seven reporied an average value of about $26. ‘The total value of 
personal property listed was $10,952 distriluted among forty-nine 
jarmers, the smallest being $5) and the largest $834, wilh an average 
go. $226, Twety-one listed no personal property. Tu view of the 
deficiencies in other respects this item was more favorable than 
right be expected, as twenty-five of the whole number reported 
$200 warlh or over. 

During the first winter alter the main bodies of colonists arrived 
(1873-187-1) many were destitute. Appeals were made to the Presi- 
dent of the United States for aid to he distributed from amuy stores 
at Fort Larned, but requests were demed as congress had nat pro- 
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vided supplies for that purpose. Gov. Thomas A. Osborn wrote to 
one group of settlers under the date of December 20, 1873, sxying 
that he understood that 2 local relief board was functioning at 
Petersburg under the direetion of Capt. P. IL. Niles, who would give 
aid in case of necessity. No futher information has been forth- 
coming regarding this situation, but the reference to Niles suggests 
that possibly the source of funds was the Boston organization which 
had sponsored the Massachusetts colony. 

In the season of 1874 the drought, followed by the grasshopper 
scourge, added to the distress which would in all probability have 
been serious enough in this primitive plains settlement becuuse the 
nation a¢ a whole was in the depths of econoinie depression, A stute 
relief committee as well as the federal government through the vari- 
ous anny posts distributed food, clothing and coal. On December 
13, 1874, C. L. Tlubbs, who had been appointed by Governor Ozborn 
to net in Rdwards county, reported to the governor that fifly-nine 
persons were in ueed, In view of the faet that here were only 234 
persaus in the county, this would indicate (hat one-fourth of the 
population was on the list. The Santa le railroad advaneed seed 
whent in the fall of 1874 to settlers along its line, allowing a muxi- 
mun ef fifteen bushels per famm. Net until 1876 did the county 
bevin to show signs uf recovery, bat by 1877 inmuigrants were coi 
ing into the region in large niunbers.*! 

It is evident that the orgsuiaation of Edwards county was aceom- 
plished by means of a fraudulent census, and far some reason il was 
allowed ta stand, aldhough Che legishituie declined to seat he repre- 
sentative undil 1877. Wilbout rivers to afford natural fseilibes for 
transportation, the railroad had been the uecessary preliminary ta 
settlanent as applying to the whole sub-humid West, That fnee has 
been rather generally recognized by historians, but an equally im- 
portant one not clearly unmlerstoad is thal so sual a papulation and 
vo Hille property could uot have maintained either the setWement it- 
self or a local government had it not beeu for the railroad, In 1877 
JA. Walker called attention to the distribution of property holdinys 
in the county. ‘The railroad valuation coustituted aver eighty-six 
percent af the whole. 
pe a ee tint ray Re, eps ne ae Necks 
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Taxanrs Propenry or Iywatws Counry, 1877 


Santa Fe railroad and its subsidiary the Arkansas Valley Town Co... $380,000 
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$140,000 


Nonresident property was negligible and resident property was 
mostly personal rather than real estate and was mostly lost to taxa- 
tion because of legal exemptions. It was pointed out that liome- 
steaders would avail themselves of the maximum time of seven years 
to prove up and take patents and only then would their land beeome 
taxable. Pretinptors would take advantage of the grasshopper law 
which extended the time for making payments so that sueli land 
would not generally become taxable until 1879.2? There is probably 
no exaggeration therefore in the conlemporancous staiement that the 
railroad took “the burden of the taxes off the farmers and producers. 
The company pays ahout. 95 percent. af the taxes.” 24 

The particular oeeasion for bringing this situation out inio the 
open was the controversy over the voting of bonds for a courthouse 
and jail. An “Old Seltler” argued that there were not enough 
people; that the most. of the county lay across the river and ihe 
settlers had not been there long enough to qualify for voling; and 
that later it might be desirable to remove the county seat to sume 
point across the river nearer tlic center of the county The answer 
of Kinsley to any suggestion of taking the county seat across the 
river requires no eonment. The editor of the Leader advoeated 
foreelully the cause of the courthouse, insisting that rentals and ex- 
pense of transporting prisoners fo Great Bend would mect the in- 
terest on the necessary bonds. Referring to the voting of bonds for 
the bridge, he stated: 

Then, as well as nuw, the gretter part of the taxes in Mdwards county was 
pid by the railrond land conpany, and it was expected that said company 
would object ta the building of u bridge until the prospeels looked nore favor- 
able but not so, when counseled, they ssid build your bridges, make youy 
improvements (hroughent the county, and although we pay the buile af the 
faxes, all we wank is clean Juans, ceongmy and.nu stedling on the purl of 
county ofliciils. 

On the courthouse question he declared: 

We have ie fous of the puitroud dand company olijecting and if they do not, 
why should we. ft will be w long tine before dose who have Laken Cover 
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meni land or before those that may inke, will have to prove up and in the 
meuntime the railcoad company will be taxed from yeur to year Jor the pay- 
ment of the bouds issued, nnd many of the old settlers us well as the new 
ones will find when the proper tine comes for proving up their cluis, that by 
the judicious management of our county officials, in the year 1877, that Lhe 
publie buildings have all been erected and that they are in possession of good 
farms with no taxes to pay for such improvement 25 

No stutement has heen found from an official of the Santa Fe ruail- 
rond or of its subsidiary land company, and there is nu tneans of 
kuowing whether the editor of the Leader nay have been under ob- 
ligations to the compauy and may have heen speaking under in- 
spiration, but however (hat may have been, all of the independent 
facts available point to the conclusion thal the general picture of 
the situation was essentially true, although in specifie detail it may 
have been overstated.*® J. A. Walker’s statement was that rentals 
aud other expenses were costing $1.13 per thousand, while the direet 
levy would be about $1.82 per thousand, or a net inerease in luxes 
of 69 cents per thousand?” The county treasurer's printed state: 
ment of the Gix rate for 1877 was: 


Por sltocel 1Ginsi®).ct0cntecournnsa ets pee eee ances 0.55 
BAWATGS COLIC? airkta dian’ ime nthe Goel sem de omen: 1.00 
Tinsley QOWNSIIP oie re aversesweedeiehe sek ceowe en 0.15 
Uy cuton COWS» mesieceskuwoetes someameagianesgies 0.10 
Goaly pools Rowe acoMte: 6 okey bee ees Letetas 6.10 
Hil PaCHONUS: Sugecwewedtnesi-cakw sae Ve omen oeidcie ws 0.20 
ScliooltlistzichiNo: Ica ckediwceee ys eka Sete sac ecen 1.10 
SclimelMaisitet NGF 1, DANES neces encom periesises 0.40 
ASPs) WLU LMINO? O eau) clei ee tic vaeh ceares Meee ee 1.00 
School distriel No. 2 bontls.... 0... cee ee eee 0.60 
Selo! ISlriCh UNG. Go ap aud te cme: hee semiarid swe eeng 1.60 
Hehoal @iatinetoNio: Ge cesesecr recreates Bie ok w ak eilewiee: 0.40 
Siliod) isitict Nor & auc cbawe es apaews cso ecaqmateces 1.30 28 


On petition of July 7, the county commissioners ordered an elee- 
tien to be held August 4, 1877, on the question of the issuance of 
$3,000 in courthouse and jail bonds. The proposidion was defeated, 
and apperently very badly, beenuse the Leader recorded the imo- 
nentons event with a three-line Jocal aul a cut of a sick rooster, 
bat no figures or conunent. 

On the basis of experiences, the aericulturdl systenr was iden 
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going some inodifiention and especially with the temporary tain 
of more favorable climatic conditions. As the following table slows, 
winter wheat inereased rapidly, but as tine was to demunstisce, 
not in fulfillment of hopes for this crop. The Early Red May, « 
soft wheat, did not, prove altogether successiul, although it was the 
hest variety then given any widespread trial in the area, Spring 
wheat and barley had a substantial following, but cats made com- 
paratively little headway. Clearly, corn was still the prineipal crop 
in the county. Among the new crops that showed promise were 
millet, broomtcorn sind sorghum. This early experiment with sor- 
hum was significant, hecnuse it was not a nafive of the Western 
henusphere, had been introduced only recently, and was soon to 
prave one of (he most reliable of the Plains erops. It is evident 
that by 1878 only the beginnings had been made in the bafllmg 
problem, still only partially solved, of adaptation of the agricultural 
system to the sub-lumid environinent, 


. 


Acanack in Bini.p Crors, Rawauns Counry, 1875-1875 3° 
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HOY 4Sth5 siti sty bats 
Winter WHENE ges. en os sen, fee §24 704 2208 
Spring wheat ......---.-55+-- 4 39 283 1400 
Wate: yakii clan Wb Pion. Sade Ree 39 65 148 Sod 
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Sr a ea ee oS Tee 0.5 18 4] 73 
Broomeorn ..... TT 0 2 32 (7 
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The first recorded account af the territory now embraced in Ed- 
wards county, Kansas, is no doubt found in an old book edited by 
Moses, and brought to this country in the Mayflower, by Join Brad- 
ford, several copies of which are sUll believed to be extant in Kansas. 
Nothing more is certainly known of the country until about the 
middle of the sixteenth century, when Coronado, with a band of 
Spanish adventurers raided through it in search of the land of 
Havilel, where there is gold referred to by Moses. Paiting to pene- 
trate far enoug): west, fie sadly retraced his steps, and for three 
hundred years this country remained a ferra incognita, 

[In the] summer of 1846 Gen. Kearney; with twenty-seven hun- 
dred men, iavehed over these “desolate plains,” and took posses- 
sion of Saple Me. tn May, 1854, congress ereeted . 2. the 
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territory of Kansas." The terrilorial legislature of Kansas in 1860 
provided that all the territory west of the Gth principal meridian, 
and south of township 18 be known as “Pekeion eounty.” In 1867 
the legislature blotted Peketon county from the map and formed 
other counties out. of its territory, among whieh was Pawnee county, 
whieh embraced thirteen townships of what is uow Edwards eounty. 

In the sumer of 1871 the A., T. &8. FOR. Ro made preliminary 
survey for the location of the road through Pauwnce and eounties 
west, and the railroad was completed to where Kinsley, Edwards 
county, now is, about the Ist of August, 1872. During this month 
a committee representing the “Chicago Workinginen’s Colony,” 
among whom were Dr, Sam’l G. Rodgers, Col. C.N. Pratt and Robt. 
MeCanse, selected this as the Jocation of their colony, and named 
it Petersburg, in honor of one of the directors (T. J. Peters) of the 
A., T. & & F. Re Rs and in October following united with the 
people of Larned in a petition to the gevernor to take steps looking 
to the organization of Pawnee county. F.C. Thowkins, of Larned, 
Was appointed census taker and was helieved ta have enrolled every 
man in the county. In November an election was held resulting in 
the outgeneraling of Doctor Rodgers by the Larned people, and the 
clection of Larned men to fill all the offices. Undismayed, Doctor 
Rodgers proceeded with fis improvements and on the 5th day af 
December, 1572, the cornerstone of the Buffalo house (the structure 
now known as the Kinsley hotel) was Inid in ample form by Doctor 
Rodgers and Robt. McCanse, between where now ix Parker’s hlack- 
ainith shop and the railroad brack, and the building approached 
completion as rapidly as the Doctor could get trusted for material, 
About this time the mulroad company established a telecrapl olive 
at the tank three miles west of Petersburg and Fred. Gardner, the 
present handsome, eflicient and justly popular station agent at 
Kinsley, was installed as operator; about (his (ime also A. 1). Clute 
was prospeeting ubuut Petersburg, having bevome a member of the 
“Workingmen’s colony.” In February, 1878, the telegraph ofliee and 
operator were removed to Petersburg, and the Buffalo house had 
lwen sided, and on Mareh 10th, 1873, Messrs. M.D. Metzel and A. 
1. Clute oreupied it (it was already open, being sass roof. doors 
and windows) usa hotel, and the railrocct trains stopped at Kinsley 
for menlss Mrs. Clute was: hostess, and Messrs, Li. & C. soun had 


Wh, Ve qauissiers HL GL arog sbemeaagpelieas al Clee Deonaedr 


gz. ‘Phe railromd ron Chroughe the lowasite Hapally deen athe lo southases$, and 
the deyot was matte ott tee. nf Chie leet od Saath tos Phe Wretl Muathitiees wen 


ho 
gn Ute ath ale gent Cee aleget aie) te the 8 HULA peppamte Mee enue sani 


he gunnas, 


272 Kansas HisroricaL QuarTEerRLy 


duors and windows to the house, partitions inside, a bridal chamber, 
lung wilh tupestry (7) aud a reef upon the house and presently a 
hotel second to none other west of Topeka for the quality and 
variety of its ewtsire and for courteous altention to guests—exit 
Ductor Rodgers. 

Prior to the building of the Buffalo house, Sam’) EB. Pay and 
family had come to this country and bad located near Nettleton and 
are now living on the seetion 6, town 24, range 18, and may prop- 
erly be considered the oldest inhabitants of dwards county. One 
of their children was buried near Nettleton in October, 1872. 

Tu Mareh, 1878, Messrs. Wentworth, B. 18. Smart, ‘T. L. Rodgers, 
EB. W. Griggs and W. F. Blanchard, representing the Massachusetts 
colony, {rom Baston, loealed the colony at Petersburg, and built 
three colony houses near the railroad track, just west of where the 
Kinsley house now slands. Morrison, of Grasshopper Falls, built 
a two-story structure just north of the Buffalo house, aud N. C. 
Boles, now postinaster of Jlutehingon, opened out a stock of drugs, 
and was appointed postmaster. There being one postoflice named 
Petersburg in Kansas, this olfice was named Pcters. Subsequently, 
Boles sold out to J. W. Jenkins, who put in a stock of groceries and 
on the resignation of Boles, succeeded him as postinaster, Jenkins 
razed the building wud it is now duing duty at the comer of Marsh 
and Sixth street. W. F. Blanchard and I. C, Blanchard built houses 
on section 8, town. 25, range 19, the first frame dwelling houses 
built in ddwards county. V. Ta. Rodgers built a slare on the south 
side of the (rack and opened oul a slock of groceries. Subsequently 
he removed :cross the track aud enlarged jus store, ultimately sell- 
ing out to Wi. Emerson. FE. K. Smart opened up a lumber yard, 
whieh he subsequeutly suld out to W. C. Edwards. Wentworth 
settled in Harvey county, and FE. If. Griggs returned ta Boston. 
In April, 1873, 1 goodly number of colonists arrived, among whom 
were Cupt. Niles, N. L. Humphrey, Poa. fall, Tl. P. Merwin, John 
A. Brothers, J. T. North, fk. C. Badger, M. Moar, L. W. Iiggins, 
Briggs Monroe, J. 1. Murphey, Robert Henderson, C. N. Bonner, 
L.. 11. Dudley, J. As Walker, das. Wilson, Frank Spring, Jr, many 
of theny with families, and with the exception of FH. Fall, sull 
stick. 

In May, 1878, the townsile of Petersburg was surveyed and 
plat} tjed aud W. OG. Knight erected the first dwelling house at (he 
vorner of ‘Third street and Colony avenue worth, how owned said oc- 
eupied by Capl dA. dreekud, The legishiture living reneljtisterd 
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the boundaries of Pawnee county in Mareh, 187%, and left thirteen 
townships out in the cald, unattached to any county or judicial 
distriet, “We, the people” of these thirteen townships, organized 
themselves asa eity of the third class and elected F. TL. Fall, mayor, 
J. A. Walker, Pred Garduer, M. 1D. Hetzel, T. L. Rodgers and W. B. 
Pattison, councilmen, M. Moar, police judge, and Robert McCuanse, 
marshal, which organization was meuntained until this territory was 
attached to the Oth judicial district the winter following—the courts 
adjudicated but two enses during that tine and the organization 
levied no taxes and paid its own expenses. FLD. Fall went “west to 
grow up with the country” June 380. The city was named Peter’s 
City, in honor of Capt. Peter H. Niles, resident agent of the New 
england Homestead and Colonization Bureau (which had sueeceded 
to the effects of the Massachusetts colony) and agent for the sale 
of the railroad land. Taylor Fhek, lsq., the pioneer lawyer of the 
county, maie tle first entry of govermuentl Jand im the county and 
subsequently bought the railroad interest in the Cownusite. . 

Tn June, 1873, Col. C. N. Pratt, interested alike in the Werk- 
inginen’s colony and the Massachusetts colony, cane to Petersburg 
us the representative of Mrs. lehzabeth Phompson, a wealthy lady 
of New York and sister of Geo. W. Rowell, now of this county, 
proposing to build a hall for the use of the cilizens, Mrs. Thompson 
contributing therefor the sum of $1,500 and the railroad company 
giving the lot. The hall was built and was subsequently used as 2 
schoolroom and for public uses, but through soine misunderstanding 
she finally deeded it lo her nephew, Alonzo Rowell, who ultimately 
sold it and if was converted into a hotel, the present Eureka house, 
new under the popular nianagement of We. Blanehird.43 

A nieeling of citizens wag held and il was voled that the name 
al Petersburg should be chauged to Kinsley, in honor of Len. a. W. 
JNinsley, of Boston In September, 1873, Mas. AL 1. MeGinnis, 
sister to Mrs. W. J. Blaneliard and F.C. Bkunchard, issued the 
firs uamber of the Kinsley Reporter, a spicy little newspaper 
which she continued to publish until it was merged into the Edwards 
County Leader, W.T. Broer purchasing her press aud type in Jan- 
uary, W877. Mrs. MeGinnis also succeeded J. W. Jenkins as post- 
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master, a position she stil] holds; she also taught the first school in 
the county, beginning in September, 1873, and cuntinuing tlirce 
months. Jler school numbered ten pupils. 

In the fall of 1878, Geo. W. Rowell, his son Alonzo, anil jus 
daughter, wife of Marion Sowards, and their families, with several 
other families, arrived by teams from Wisconsin, C. L. Tlubbs from 
Mimuiesota, and Inter Geo. H., his hrother, with their families, by 
railway. A.J. Kendall alsa made his first appearance. 

Taylor Vlick, Isq., Robert McCanse, Cant. 2. YW. Niles und C. L. 
Hubbs interested themselves in the winter in having the Jegislature 
erect these Unirteen townships, with such others as could be liad, into 
a county, and the legishiture formed these townships, together with 
four others on the south, into a county which Chey named Mdwards, 
in honor of W. C. Fdwards, of Hutchinson, and senior partner of 
the present house of Edwards Bros., al Kinsley. 

Tn May, 1874, a anovement was seb on foot to obtain an organiza- 
tian of the county, andl Rabert MeCanse was appointed ly the gov- 
prnor us census-taker. JOn| July 10, 1874, he made his return re- 
porting only 301 inhabitants; the law requiring not less than GOO 
inhabitants to perfeet an organization. This spring (1874) Major 
Yeo. Bill of Wisconsin, added materially to the prosperity and 
population of the county, himself and family numbering twelve 
souls, Several enterprising Gernus also took elaims seven or eight 
iniles south of Kinsley, among wham were Win, Plag, Jr, lus father 
and (we brothers. 

Mr. 1). Hetsel sold out bis hotel interest ta Mr. Clute, and becime 
4 first-class “granger,” Laving one of the best farms in the valley. 

John A. Brothers sowed some spring wheat and raised the first 
wheat in Edwards county, and was the anly man in Edwards county 
who “breaded” himself from his crop that grasshopper season. 

Sone of the citizens being dissatisfied with the result of MceCanse’s 
enumeration of inhabitants in Edwards county petitioned the gov- 
ernor for the appointinent of another eensus-taker, and through the 
influence of C. L. Hubbs another enumeration was made, and re- 
turns nade in August, 1874, of 633 inhabitants. This latter enu- ’ 
meration is believed to have been all the men, worsen and children 
in Edwards counly at that dime. The governor issued his proclama- 
tion aml appointed GC. L. Mubbs, N. 1. Humphrey, G. W. Wilson, 
commissioners, aud J. A. Walker, clerk, August 21, 1874. 

Vis suminer “Lo” wag on the war path, avd a squad of soldiers 
tinder Liew. Campbell, U8. A.) were stationed nea the depot. 


Jeary Hisrory or Ebwarns County 275 


The Congregational elureh was organized with eleven members, 
and assistance promised from Boston, in building a ehureh, which 
was subsequently fulfilled by the building of the present church 
edifice. The first preaching in the county was at. the Buffalo house, 
Sunday, June 1, 1873, Rev. 8. D. Storrs officiating. 

In September, 1874, the foundation of the brick bloek of Edwards 
Bros., was Jaid and the building was completed during the winter.34 
Ii was not oceupied as a store by the Edwards Bros., until March, 
1876, the grasshopper raid and the Indian war having retarded the 
growth of the county at least two years. In October, 1874, the 
citizens organized a militia company under the laws af Kansas, 
and October 21, Capt. Emerson was commissioned eaplain, Geo. I. 
Hubhs, first lieulenant, and ‘T. L. Nodes grepey he ilenant, They 
were not ¢alled into active service. Seb A> 

At the November election in 1874 the regular county officers 
were chosen. ©. L. Hubbs, representative, over A. L. Kendall, hig, 
wonipetitor, 40 votes to 35 for Kendall; TL L. Rodgers, Jolin A. 
Brothers, IF. C.. Blanehard, commissioners; Wm. Emerson, county 
elerk; G. A. Boyd, treasurer; L. W. Higgins, register of deeds; Jonas 
Woods, clerk of the distriet court; V. D. Billings, sherilf; J.S. Perry, 
coroner; W.C. Kinght, superintendent of public instruction; Taylor 
Flick, county altorney; M. Muar, probate judge; Frank A. White, 
counly surveyor. ©. L. Hubbs tailed to oblain iis scat as a repre- 
sentative, bubt.was admitted as a delegate in the legislature. 

The original board of county commissioners divided the county 
into three lownships, naming them, respectively, Kinsley, ‘Trenton 
and Brown—the latter having but nine votes and no immediate 
prospect of an increase, the new hoard of county commissioners at- 
tached Brown township to Trenton and made but two towns hips: 
Kinsley aud Trenton, Late in the session of lhe levislature Mr. 
Tubbs obtained the passage of «a law deliniug the boundaries of 
Brown township in Mdwards county aud the board of eounty com- 
niissioners promplly re-adjusted the township lines and again 
divided the counly into two townships still leaving Brown township 
a patl of Trenton, 

The Roman Catholic ehurch perfected an orsanizali Vache 
I. P. Swemberg officiating, 5 hee aha 

The march of provement was not rapil in 1875 fer eauses 
stated. ‘Pen townships had been added te the south of the vounby 
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by the legislature, and a term of court had been established also 
beginning in June, 1875. Litigation had been mildly begun belure 
the justices of the pence, the first civil ense being Emerson vs. Niles, 
before 1). P. Daniel, justice of the peace of Trenton township, fol- 
lowed immedintely by a criminal ense: State of Kansas vs. Eimer- 
son, before J. A. Walker, justice of the peace, of Kinsley township. 
Prior to the organization of Edwards county it was attached ta 
Pawnee county for judicial purposes. 

Upon the establishment of a distriet court for Edwards county, 
cases tirising in edwards county und then pending in the district 
court of Pawnee county were transferred to the docket of the dis- 
triel court of Rdiwards county. The civil cnses of C. 1. Iluhbs vs, 
A. S. Simmons, and A. L. Kendall vs. A. S. Simmons, and the 
eviminal ease of State of Kansas vs. 8. B. Thunes, were those (rins- 
ferred and came up for hewing at the June term of 1876, Hlon. 8. R. 
Peters, judge. The Bulfalo house was removed from its oplginal 
location (having previously been sold. under the foreclosure af the 
numerous Hens for lumber and labor existing upon it, to W. C. 
Kdwards and A. D, Clute), to its present location and by the owners 
exlensively tapreved and re-christened ihe Kinsley house, in [the] 
spring of 1875.*° 

Lute this fall (1875) or in the winter of (1875-6) Messrs. Olts, 
Oljerle and athers, substintial aud coterprising: etizeps of Henry 
eaunly, Ulinots, prospected the counly aud fixed upan the present 
site of Offerte us a desirable point af which to start a town, and in 
the spring, 1876, gue a begining, the result of which caanot but 
be flattering to their wisdom, judgment and savactly. J. W. ld- 
wards was subsequently appointed postinuster. Some of the finest 
fans and inost substantial farmers in the preat Arkansas vidley ure 
lueated about and near Olferte. 

During the spring, 1876, BR. BE. Edwards, brother to W. C., opened 
out a large stock of general merehandise, hunber, &e,, and started 
the Edwards county bank, cecupyingg the Gwo stores now occupied 
by Edwards Bros. and Edwards Bros. & Price. R. B. Martin, from 
Wiseonsin, built lis house and stable and subsequently opened out‘ 
the hunber yard naw run by Martin & Kelley. W. RR. Davis & Co. 
opened out a grocery store where now is the “great western bakery ; 
corner of Marsh avenue and Sixth street. Walter Robley, of Timois 
and TP. German (“Joe”), formerly post guide at Fort Dodge wid 
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« well-known sevut, built and stoeked the stable naw owned and oe- 
cupied by the Robley Bros. Keller J6hmesee built and aceupied the 
building now owned and occupied by Geo. Rummel! ag a harness 
shop. ©. L. Mubbs bailt and aceupied the budding now used by him 
as a real estate and law offiee. “Thompson ball? was reniodeled, 
somewhut enlarged and improved ind painted by the owners, Bar- 
nett & Thorniand, and opened out as the “ureka house,” by P.M. 
Jones, now poslinaster at Nettleton. The Kinsley louse again un- 
derwent more. extensive repairs, still continuing under the skilled and 
popular management of Mr. & Mrs. A. Ty. Clute. At the November 
cleclion, 1875, Taylor Flick was elected representative; Geo. Bill, 
Wm. Plag, Je, and F.C. Blanchard, county commissioners; Wm. 
Emerson, clerk; N. 1. Huinphrey, treasurer; Robert: MeCause, 
sherifi; J. S. Perry, cavaner; C. 1. Hubbs, surveyor; 1. W.. Higgins, 
register of deeds; P.M. Jones, clerk of the clistviet court; Jarmes 
Woods having resigned the posilion of elerk of the disiriel court in 
the spring of 1875, W. C. Reed was appointed to fill the vaeaney, and 
at the November election P.M. Joues was eleeted for one year. The 
total number of votes polled was seventy-eight. ‘The population of 
Rdwards county, as delenuined by census May 1, 1875, was 234, of 
which 138 were males and 96 females. W. C. Knight taught (va 
terms of sehool in Thompson ball before ib was converted into a 
hotel. 

School district No. 1 was organized fin} August, 1874, and in the 
stunner of 1876 voted $4,000 in bonds for the erection of a sehool- 
house, resnlling in the ereetion of Che present brick selioolliouse, 
39x 40, two stories high and containing four spacious reanis said 
was oceupied for school purposes in June, 1877, prior to whieh, in 
the summer of and fall of 1876, two terms of school were held in 
the elauwel: building, Miss Zona Timmins and J. Wo ildwateds 
teuchers. During this summer the county voted $12,000 bonds for 
the purpase of bridging the Arkansas river, tnd carly in 1877 the 
bridge was completed at x cost of about $9,000. In the winter of 
1876-7 Morgan Jensen, [rom Wisconsin, built (he store now occupied 
by A. A, Brown on Colony avenue. About the sinue Gine C. Bb. 
Perril built and occupied the adjacent building as a grocery stare. 

At the November election in 1876 Taylor Flick was again elected 
repreventiative by 1 majority of twenty-six voles over C. L. Nubhs; 
J. MeAvthur, comity attormey; VoD. Bitlings, clerk of the dig- 
triet court; We Kimaous, probate judge and G. W. Miluer, super 
intendent of pulilic iesteuction. By His cloction Gdwiribs county 
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obtained her frst recognized right to a representition in the legisla- 
ture, Mr. Flick having failed to obtain his seat the year previous 
for lack of a suiliciently Iarge total vote, and Mr. Ihubbs having 
been admitted ns a delegate only, in 1875, for a similar reason. G. 
W. Milner and R. T. Spivey suececded P. 1H. Niles as agents for the 
sale of the riilroad land in the summer of 1876, and Milner was him- 
self sueceeded by Monroe & Spivey in the fall of 1877, and trans- 
ferred to the agency for the sale of Jands at Cuarfield, in Pawnee 
county, wilh headquarters at Kinsley. In the spring of 1876 Col. 
W.G. Dickenson, agent of the Arkansas Valley Town company,. 
laid out and plat[t]ed about forty acres addition lo Kinsley, south, 
and many dwelling houses were erected thereon. R.L. Fard, Msq., 
also made purehases in the summer of a tract of land of the A. V.T. 
Go., adjoining the xddition, south, upon which several dwellings have 
been ereeled, In the winter of 1876-’7 and sprmg following Doctor 
Frecland built two houses on Colony avenue, nerth, and later Janes 
Byrne, one of the men of 773, purchased and fitted up the dwelling- 
‘house on Tifth street, north, new occupied by Re. Kirk. A.B. 
Roundy built the brick storeroum now occupied by Glasgow & Ca., 
us a drugstore. W. Vermillion having previously built the three or 
four buildings on the adjoining lots south. J. W. Puller built the 
buildiog naw knawn ag the Valley house, which has heen but recently 
again enlarged. Jacob Schandt built the meal market adjoining, 
south. W. ‘I’. Bruer succeeded to the good will of the Kinsley Re- 
porter, aud in Miuach, 1877, issued the first nuinber of the Fdwards 
County Leader, whieh is now said lo have a cireulution of one 
thousand copies. One of the papers west of the Missouri that: prints 
both sides of its paper in its own office. Tn April, 1877, J. E. Willey, 
Esq., from Philadelphia, bidlt and occupied his store on Colony 
avenue, soulh, as a hardware and furniture store and tin shop. He 
has lately been obliged to build a spacious addition Lo aceommodate 
his lurgely inereased business. [le was eleeled one of the justices 
of the peace of Kinsley township in the fall of 1877. During the 
spring of 1877 also the Fraternal Home and Land Association, of 
Philadelphia, numbering some thirty families, located south of the 
river? Messrs. C. 8. Ostrander, J. lMurguson, J. Gray, C. and $. 
Carpenter and several other substantial wud enterprising citizens, 
of New York state, with their families, also leented seuth of the 


river in (he northeast parboof the county’ During this sunnier 
37. ‘This colony wos iasially tefared too the Wentg watery 
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and fall a large number of dwelling-lhouses, two blacksinith shops, 
carpenter and painters shops were bull on the townsile toa numer- 
ous to mention in detail. Mrs. A. L. MeGinnis, postmistress, re- 
moved her house to Marsh avenue, south, and enlarged it sufliciently 
to make aecounmedation for the post oflice. Edwards Bros. & 
Dudley have recently buill a large livery and sale stable on the ten 
lolg adjoining. 

The Valley Republican was started by M. M. Lewis, Tisq., an 
experieneed aud accomplished journalist, Nuvemiber 3, 1877, under 
whose able editarin] management it soon claimed a weekly edition 
of five hundred capies. After publishing seventeen numbers Mr, 
Lewis “stepped down and out,” aud it is now under the manage- 
ment of C. L. Tubbs, Mr. Lewis being engaged in the law and real 
estate business. During this winter, 1877-'8, Messrs. DePuy & 
Frater have’ erceted a luge building an Sixth street as an agricul- 
‘ural warchonse, with a Jarge publhe hall in the second story. 
Another two story structure, ou Sixth slreel adjuining the Messrs. 
DePuy & Frater, is understaod to be sean ocerpied by A. A. Brown. 
Adjoining it on the west Messrs. Collier & Lune have upened out a 
meat inurket. W. R. Davis & Co., vrocers, having been suceeeced 
by E. I. Meeker and he in turn by EF. T. Meeker & Co., removed 
to ns more commedicus building, with large warehouse jn tlie rear 
between the Kinsley house aad Edwards Bros. block, and opened 
out a large stock as a general merchandise store. 

In the summer of 1876 John Fitch, a “live Yankee,” purchased a 
track of land at Netllelon, this caunly, seven niles northeast of 
Kinsley on (he railroad, erected a large, three story house, a barn 
and a windmill far grinding grain, and ib is now the center of a 
large trade. 

Fdwards county has un area of nine hundred and seventy-three 
square miles, 737,280 aeres of land, of which about 150,000 acres are 
tuxable. Kinsley, the evunty seat, is in latitude 387 niinutes, 58 
seconds: longitude 99 minutes, 46 seconds, and with an altitude of 
2,220 fect above tide water, mean temperature of three winter 
mnonths 32.59°, af three spring ananths 40.79°, of three summer 
months 76,16, af Uuwee fall months 53.98°. The average rainfall 
from May to November, six mouths, is ahout cighteen inehes. 
Maximum extreme of temperature in five years, 110°, minimuin, 
sane period, 14°. The Arkauses river and Goon ercek furnished sa 
untiniled walter power. No coulis known to exisl in the county, 
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but Colorado coal, the best in the world, can be delivervd here at 
less than $100 per eartoud, or twelve tons. "The growing of artificial 
timber is being made a sueeess; Capt. C. H. Wirkpatriek, near Net- 
tlelon, has a surprisingly fine showing of timber, 20 weres of whieh 
will average eight feet in height znd consists of cottonwoods at in- 
tervals of 12 feet, each intervening 1] feet in the rows having black 
walnut, osage and willow. Probably the finest tract of artificial 
tiinber to be found west of the sixth principal meridian. He has also 
21 nerves, set out (his spring in the same manner, of like varieties. 
F.C. Badger, three miles northeast of Kinsley, has some that has 
grown ten feet high the past season. Several kinds of sandstone, 
and limestone of fine quality for lime, are found. Taylor Flick, 
Wsq., has an osage orange hedge, two years old. Mlaj. Geo Bill ane 
CB. Ketelnunn have an exceptionally fine hedge of the sane of one 
year’s growth. 

Major Bil has also ten acres of growing timber, chichy coitan- 
wood and black walnut, averaging five feeb tn height, one and Wo 
year’s growth; he has also ten acres planted with black waluut. 

dwin Bartlett also has den seres in timber, ehelly eattonwoud of 
one yeur’s growth. Messrs. Bartlett and Badger have, together, up- 
wards of forty-five acres of growing inher, about twelve acres of 
whieh were phoned Chis spring, 

Al]. Wendall has an &80" fenced with posts and barbed wire. 

Tn Janey, 1874, CO. N. Bonner unearthed about four feet beneath 
the surface, the remains of some Inwe animal, one Cooth of which 
was ablained enlire and well preserved, and weighed five pounds 
A portion of a tusk was also exhumed, three fect in length cid five 
inches in diameter, but crumbled upon exposure to the air. 

Mrs. Dr. D. P. Daniels made the first bread from the first lamy- 
grovn and home-ground wheat in Hdwards county in 1874. The 
first death from natural eause was a child of S. E. Pay. in Octaber, 
1872. ‘The first birth, a daughter to Mrs. Sion Cass, in August, 
1873, The first marriage, Nellie Chase to Wor. Emerson, April 1), 
1874. ‘The: first dairy was startled by R.S. Wilhaimson, in April, 
1877, and he was succeeded by N. 1. Malls, who ootwithstiuding be 
iis diving wafer on his farm, is unable te supply the demand for 
milk. The first dwelling house (frame) by Wo PL Blanchard, in 
April, 1873. The first entry of govermnent land by Taylor llick, 
Misy., Maveh, 1873. Mie first building erected on the fawn site of 
Kinsley, exclusive of buildings on Che railroad right of way, by 
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Taylor Pluck, Gsq., and now oceupied by iim as a law office, July, 
1873. The firsi newspaper printed by Mus. A. LL. MeCinnis, in Sep- 
tunber, 1873. The first patent for government Jand was issued to 
Miss Fanny Rowe for the SW qr., see. 20, & 24,17. 19. The first hotel 
was opened by M. D. ielzel and A. D. Clute, Murch, 1878. The 
first wheat was raised by Jolm A. Brothers, on sec. 12, t. 24, r. 19, 
in 1874. The first lathed and plastered house was built by Taylor 
Flick, in Is74. The first hedge was set by Taylor Tlick in 1873. 
The first brick were burned by W. C. Edwards, in August, 1874. 
The first schoolhouse was built in the winter of 1876-’77 by school 
distvicl Ne. 1.) The first Congregational church was organized in 
July, 1874, The first church ediftee was built in the fall of 1874, 
‘The first Roman Catholic church was organized in the fall ef 1874, 
‘The first Methodist ehureh in May, 1877. The first’ Presbyterian 
chureh in August, 1877. The first pinne brought to Rdwards county 
was by J. A. Walker, in June, 1873. The first dwelling house on 

the tawnsile af Kinsley was built by W.C, Knight, in July, 1878. ; 

The business of the railroad liad so largely inereased at this sta- 
fiow Chat in Mave, 1877, Andrew Wingkade wis appointed to assist 
Mred Gardner, the station agent. 

At the general election in November, 1877, J. Ro Lovell was 
elected couuly commissioner far distaiel muncber one, sandh of the 
rivers LL dleedh from: district mumber (wo, aud George BHL from 
district ntanber three, respectively for one, {wo and Ghree years: 
R. 1. ford, county clerk; Al 1. KWendall, treasurers Folin We Paller, 
Ayevitls olan CG. Chauder, eoraner; i. Wo Eoeios, register of deeds: 
J.N. Norval, county surveyar; and J. A. Freeland, probate juaye. 
WOR. Kimimens having resigned as probate judge 8. T. Reed was 
“appointed by the governor to the vacuney, and Capt. Freeland was 
clected for one year. 

Immediately after taking his office as sheriff, J. W. Puller sald 
out the “Iuller house’ (uow known as the “Valley house’) and 
lensed the Kinsley house from Mr. Clute, where he entertains 
strangers utterly “unaware” of their possible celestial origin, and 
worthily maintains the former high reputaGion of the totnse, 

Sundiy morniag, January 27, 1874, bout 3:30 o’cloek a. bi, 
gang of robbers, with blaekened faces, atlempted to rob the depot 
and westward bound tain at Kinsley, but were Unwarted by the 
vigiliaiee, tack and “sand” of Kingkade, the night operator Pour 
of {uenr are now believed to be safely seenred in the jail iat imporia, 
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where.they have ample Ieisure lo compare the exploits of Kingkade 
with the “life and exploits of Jack Cade.” 7° 

No death of any adult person hus occurred from acute disease, 
andl but three from chronie diseases, in Edwards county within these 
five years, though there are Jour allopalhie and ove homeopathic 
physicians located here; and no person has yel. been sent to the peni- 
tentiary, (hough eight kovyers and real estate agents each hang out 
a shingle here. 

The valuation of real and personal property in Edwards county 
for the year 1875 (first year afler organizution) was $231,760.75; 
for 1876, $419,318.00; for 1877, $473,800.56. No valuation of real 
estate was made in 1877, the luw of the state providing for the valu- 
ation of real estute biennially. 

The total bonded indebtedness of the county, including that of 
sclivo! districts, is $16,925. There are ning organized school districts, 
inclusive of one “joint districl” (Ford and Edwards counties), four 
of which only have yoled bonds, to wit: distriet No. 1, $4,000; joint 
district No. 1, $1,500; districL No. 2, $1,000; district No. 7, $425, 

Geo. W. Pulton, of Ries county, Nansius, bas Unis day (Mareh 13) 
bought tot 5, in block 32, in Kinsley for the iminediate erection of 
a steam flouriug mill. 

Gold, silver and greenbacks and other evidences of wealth that 
need bul tu be “remonetized,” underlie nearly the cutire area of 
Bdwards county, only a few inches beneath the surface. Among 
the men of 773 and early 74 whe struck “leads”? Uhie past season 
were ‘Theo. Carter, thirty-nine busteis winder wheat la (he cere, 
M. 2) Uetsel, two hundred and seveuty-five bushels of German 
millet from five aeres, forty bushels of rye to the acre, and a sinall 
patch of onts at the rate of one hundred and twenty bushels to 
the acre. Jolin A. Brothers, twenty-two bushels of spring wheat 
per sere, and sixly bushels of barley per acre. J. T. North, 351 
bushels of spriug wheat from thirteen acres, and 556 bushels of 
harley from thirteen acres, Edwin Bartlett and F.C. Badger, sixteen 
Inindred and ninety bushels of barley from forty acres, and twenty- 
eight bushels of winter wheat per acre. Geo. W. Rawell and Marion 
Sowards each twenly-cight bushels uf winter wheat per acre, and 
A. Hippler thirty-one bushels of wheat per sere. Prank Spring, 
Jr., 291 bushels of oats from ten bushels of sced, or upwards of 
seventy bushels per acre. 


40. The Lard paper wag so ubkind as to accuse Kinley of planning Lhe robbery fe 
pubbeitly prt pues. 


feerty Disrory or Evwarns Counry 24s 


Among those who have come here as to a “city of refuge” from 
the premier (pulmonary complaint) of the “King of Terrors,” is 
li. A. Noble, who came from Beaver county, Pennsylvania, packed 
ina double barrelled undershirt and numerous other flannel can- 
{rivauces, an ulster overcoat, cork soled bools, and four yards of 
muller, with scarcely sulficient slrength to carry it all with the 
help of a eane, and to whom a toasted cracker and two table- 
spoonfuls of lime water were a hearly meal, now finds the clothing 
af the average white man sanply sufficient, and wishing to spend a 
day on the range, himself dous a cardigan jacket, packs His pony 
with two blankets and four euns of Boston baked beans, slips a 
flusk of something for snake-bite into lis poeket, vaults into the 
saddle without the aid of a sGirrup, and gallops away to some eattle 
ranch to sleep wherever night shall overtake him, equal to the 
hardiest frontiersman. 

Also there is our genial and eloquent counly attorney J. i. Mae- 
Arthur, (asthmalie) who eame from Clinton county, Lowa, wheezing 
like a stern wheeler with forty loaded barges in tow against the 
stream, paw addresses the jury (whenever the other Inwyers can 
gel a “corner” ou some petty misdemeanor) in stentorian tones that 
can be heard three blocks away against a narther. 

The first jury (six) “sworn to try the ense” in this county, were 
impanelled under the “city organization” in December, 1873. Their 
numes were S. S. Hart, G. W. Wilson, G. W. Rowell, Marion 
Sowards, Jacob Ramie and John Key. Verdict—“Guilty, with a 
recommendation to the merey of the court, (signed) S. S. ert, 
foreman.” 

In January, 1873, Fred Gardner shot six buffalo, with six con- 
secutive shots, from the window of the telegraph office, and in July, 
1875, W. F. Blanchard killed the last bulfalo known to have been 
killed in Edwards county. 

Tn April, 1875, the Cheyenne Jiuliaus jumped their guard at the 
agency in the territory. They wore trailed and shadowed for days 
by TP. (Joe) German, then post guide at Fort Dodge, until the 
evening of April 28, when he came into Kinsley, am reperted that 
the [Indians would probably cross the river near “Lone Sree? same- 
tine during the night. The Indians did se cross about fifleen miles 
ubove Kinsley, and slole two horses betouging (a —-—— Holden. On 
the morning of April 29, German, AJ J. Kendall, Vid Billings 
amd GG. W. Wilson went up the railroad tack and struck the 
Tadinas Urail bowl ten mites west of Kinsley, when Wilson eamne 


284 Kaxsas Fisrones. Quarrency 


back with a dispatch to Fort Dodge for troops. Holden and Wm. 
Plag, Jr., rode post to Dodge, and Lreops were promptly sent out 
frum the fort, and the following evening overtook the Tndisuns 
about thirty miles northwest of Kinsley; but through che shiaueful 
inefficiency of the captain (Campbell) commanding, filed to 
cupture them, Caplin Campbell was subsequently “permitted to: 
resign.” 

‘The writer is indebted to the adiirable history of Pawnee county, 
by Capt. Henry Booth, of Lurned, fur the facts in relation to 
Pawnee county, though we take issue with Captain Booth as to 
the object of Coronado’s raid. 1 can unable to find any mention 
of Peketon county outside of the territorial records and Captain 
Booth’s history. save a solitary reference therete in Kansas leports, 
v3. in Cusick v. Douglas und others. 

In this hastily written sketeh of the history ol Edwards county 
sone innceuracies and omissions ire inevitable, but it would be 
strangely ineoniplete williant soie ackuowledgement of the unifern 
courtesy and hearty eodperation in assisting to develop the resources 
of Edwards county, on (he part of Col, A. 8. Jolson, Conn sstoney 
of the land department, and the other ollicers abd managers of the 
A TO & SB. RO RR. Phe utmost hannony sil woud will has at all 
limes existed between them and the citizens and officials ef the 
COULLY. 


